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HEADLINES

* RBI returns Ujjivan Small Finance Bank application for universal bank licence

* World Bank approves 225 million dollar loan for highway modernization in Rajasthan
» Centre approves Warangal Airport and Adilabad Airport in Telangana

* PPFAS Asset Management gets PFRDA approval to launch pension fund under NPS

* FIU-IND and 14C sign MoU to combat cyber fraud and financial crimes

* Finance ministers and central bank governors from 191 countries to attend IMF World
Bank Spring Meetings

e Indian Railways approves 100 expansion projects worth 1.53 lakh crore

* India ranks 4" globally in tech funding with 11.7 billion dollars

e Allahabad High Court Justice Yashwant Varma resigns amid impeachment proceedings
e Jannik Sinner wins Monte Carlo Masters 2026

e Ahaan Panday becomes first Indian brand ambassador for Davidoff Parfums

e Indian Army conducts Exercise Brahmastra in Jaisalmer

e NCERT launches new Class 9 Hindi textbook Ganga

RBI returns Ujjivan Small Finance Bank application
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e RBI returned application of Ujjivan Small Finance Bank for universal bank licence

® Bank can reapply after meeting required conditions

e Universal bank provides retail corporate and investment services

e Small Finance Banks focus mainly on financial inclusion

® Minimum 5 years performance required to become universal bank

e Net worth should be minimum 1000 crore rupees

* GNPA should be less than or equal to 3 percent

* NNPA should be less than or equal to 1 percent

* RBI focuses on financial stability and risk management

World Bank loan for Rajasthan highway project

e World Bank approved 225 million dollar loan

* Project aims to modernize highways in Rajasthan

e Around 800 km roads will be upgraded

* Improves connectivity for agriculture industry tourism

e Expected to benefit more than 3 million people

* Road quality expected to increase from 40 percent to 70 percent

e Focus on road safety and digital traffic management

e Based on Road as a Service model
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Warangal and Adilabad Airport approved

e Government approved development of Warangal Airport and Adilabad Airport

e Warangal airport will be developed at Mamnoor

® Project improves regional connectivity in Telangana

e Adilabad airport planned on 370 acres land

e Airports Authority of India will develop civil terminal

e Adilabad airport planned as dual use facility

e Supports civilian aviation and defence training

PPFAS Asset Management pension fund approval

e PFRDA approved PPFAS Asset Management to launch pension fund

e Works under National Pension System

® PPFAS subsidiary of Parag Parikh Financial Advisory Services

e Around 10 pension fund managers under NPS

e Funds invested in equity government securities corporate bonds

* NPS launched in 2004 for government employees

¢ Extended to all citizens in 2009

FIU-IND and 14C MoU on cyber fraud

e FIU-IND and 14C signed MoU to control cyber financial crimes
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* Improves coordination between finance ministry and home ministry

e Enables real time data sharing between agencies

* Helps detect suspicious financial transactions

e Supports investigation and asset recovery

e Strengthens cyber security ecosystem

IMF World Bank Spring Meetings 2026

* Meeting scheduled from April 13 to 18 2026

¢ Held at Washington DC

* Attended by representatives from 191 countries

* Focus on global economic growth and financial stability

e Theme Building prosperity through policy

e World Bank approved funding for skill development and digital health projects

Indian Railways expansion plan

e Government approved 100 railway expansion projects
¢ Investment worth 1.53 lakh crore rupees

* More than 6000 km railway network expansion

¢ Includes new lines track doubling multitracking

* Shows major increase compared to previous year
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e Supports PM Gati Shakti infrastructure plan

India ranks 4™ in global tech funding

e India raised 11.7 billion dollars funding in FY 2026

e Ranked 4" globally in startup funding

e United States ranked first

e 13 deals crossed 100 million dollars

* 47 IPOs recorded increase compared to previous year

e Bengaluru highest startup activity share

Justice Yashwant Varma resignation

e Allahabad High Court Justice Yashwant Varma resigned

¢ Resignation submitted under Article 217

e Impeachment process initiated by Members of Parliament

e Issue related to misconduct allegations

® Resignation stops impeachment process

Jannik Sinner wins Monte Carlo Masters
¢ Jannik Sinner defeated Carlos Alcaraz

¢ Final score 7-6 6-3
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e Tournament held in Monaco

e Sinner regained World Number 1 ranking

* Monte Carlo Masters played on clay court

Ahaan Panday brand ambassador for Davidoff

e Ahaan Panday became first Indian ambassador for Davidoff Parfums

* Associated with Cool Elixir perfume launch

e Davidoff is Swiss luxury fragrance brand

e Operates under Coty company

e Shows growth of luxury market in India

Exercise Brahmastra conducted by Indian Army

e Indian Army conducted Exercise Brahmastra in Rajasthan

¢ Held at Pokhran Field Firing Range

e Demonstrated Apache attack helicopter capability

¢ Included night combat operations

* Focus on integrated battlefield operations

¢ Use of drones and advanced weapons

NCERT new Class 9 Hindi textbook Ganga
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e NCERT introduced new Hindi textbook Ganga

* Based on National Education Policy 2020

e Developed under National Curriculum Framework 2023

e Focus on cultural values and modern education

* Promotes conceptual learning approach
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