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HEADLINES

e VVeteran singer Asha Bhosle passes away at age 92
¢ |[UCN has updated the Red List of Threatened Species

e Commonwealth Parliamentary Association India Region Zone VII Conference concludes in
Goa

* Nation marks 108" anniversary of Champaran Satyagraha led by Mahatma Gandhi
e India wins 16 medals at 2026 Asian Boxing Championships

* Rajya Sabha Chairman CP Radhakrishnan administers oath to newly nominated member
Harivansh Narayan Singh

e India and Bhutan signed Tariff Protocol of Punatsangchhu-Il Hydroelectric Project

* Over two lakh women-led MSEs entrepreneurs registered on GeM Womaniya initiative
» SEBI launches three new IT platforms to transform regulatory landscape

e India’s Unified Payments Interface UPI completes 10 years of operations

e CSB Bank launches Smart Save Account

¢ India-Uzbekistan joint military exercise to be held from April 12-25

Veteran singer Asha Bhosle passes away at age 92
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* Legendary singer Asha Bhosle passed away on 12 April 2026 in Mumbai.

* She was born on 8 September 1933 in Sangli Maharashtra.

* Younger sister of Lata Mangeshkar.

e Career spanned more than 70 years.

e Recorded more than 12,000 songs in 20+ languages.

¢ Known as Queen of Versatility.

» Sang classical ghazal pop folk cabaret devotional songs.

e Collaborated with composers O P Nayyar R D Burman A R Rahman.

® Received Dadasaheb Phalke Award in 2000.

¢ Awarded Padma Vibhushan in 2008.

e Won National Film Awards for Umrao Jaan and ljaazat.

IUCN updated Red List of Threatened Species

e Emperor Penguin classified as Endangered earlier Near Threatened.

» Climate change major threat affecting sea ice habitat.

e Fur Seal classified as Endangered earlier Least Concern.

¢ Climate change affecting breeding habitat.

e Southern Elephant Seal classified as Vulnerable earlier Least Concern.
e Threat from avian influenza bird flu.

e Thick fur and blubber help survival in cold environment.
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Commonwealth Parliamentary Association India Region Zone VII Conference concludes in
Goa

e First CPA India Region Zone VII conference held 8-10 April 2026.

* Hosted at Goa Legislative Assembly Panaiji.

* Member states Goa Maharashtra Gujarat.

e Karnataka Andhra Pradesh Haryana invited as special states.

* CPA promotes democracy governance parliamentary cooperation.

e Provides platform for dialogue and legislative exchange.

108t anniversary of Champaran Satyagraha

e Champaran Satyagraha anniversary observed on 11 April 2026.
e Movement started in 1917 led by Mahatma Gandhi.

e First Satyagraha movement of Gandhi in India.

e Protest against exploitation of indigo farmers.

e Tinkathia system forced farmers to grow indigo.

e Movement resulted in relief for farmers.

e Marked beginning of mass freedom movement.

India wins 16 medals at Asian Boxing Championships 2026

e Asian Boxing Championships held in Ulaanbaatar Mongolia.
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¢ India won total 16 medals.

e Medal tally 5 gold 3 silver 8 bronze.

e Vishvanath Suresh won gold in 50kg category.

¢ [ndia finished second overall.

e Kazakhstan ranked first in medal tally.

Harivansh Narayan Singh sworn in as Rajya Sabha member

e Harivansh Narayan Singh sworn in again as Rajya Sabha member.

e Nominated by President Droupadi Murmu.

e Third term in Rajya Sabha.

e Earlier served as Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha.

¢ Article 80 allows President to nominate members.

* Members selected for contribution in literature science art social service.

India and Bhutan Tariff Protocol of Punatsangchhu-Il Project

¢ India and Bhutan signed tariff protocol for Punatsangchhu-Il Hydroelectric Project.
¢ 1020 MW hydropower project.

e Surplus electricity exported to India from 2025.

e River originates from Phochhu and Mochhu rivers in Bhutan.

e Tributary of Brahmaputra River.
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e Hydropower cooperation important part of India Bhutan relations.

Women entrepreneurs registered on GeM Womaniya initiative

® Over 2.1 lakh women-led MSEs registered on GeM platform.

¢ 13.7 lakh orders recorded in FY 2025-26.

e Contract value more than 28000 crore rupees.

e Womaniya initiative launched in 2019.

* Promotes women entrepreneurs and SHGs.

e Enables direct selling to government buyers.

e Supports inclusive procurement participation.

SEBI launches three new IT platforms

e SEBI launched 3 IT platforms for better regulation.
SUPCOMS

e Single communication platform replacing emails.
E-adjudication Portal

e Enables online hearings and document submission.
C-SAC

e Cyber security audit compliance monitoring system.

e Improves transparency governance compliance.
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e Strengthens cybersecurity framework in financial markets.

UPI completes 10 years of operations

e UPI launched on 11 April 2016 by NPCI.

* Regulated by RBI.

e India accounts nearly 49% global real-time digital transactions.

e FY 2025-26 recorded 241.6 billion transactions.

¢ Transaction value ¥314.23 trillion.

e Daily transactions around 700 million.

e Works on IMPS infrastructure.

e Used internationally in Singapore UAE France Bhutan Nepal Sri Lanka Mauritius Qatar.

e Zero MDR policy encourages digital payments.

CSB Bank launches Smart Save Account

e CSB Bank introduced Smart Save savings account.
* Provides auto sweep facility to fixed deposits.

e Surplus funds automatically converted to FD.

e Minimum sweep threshold X50,000.

e FD units created in multiples of ¥25,000.

e Auto sweep out allows liquidity when needed.
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* Provides higher interest with flexibility.

India-Uzbekistan Joint Military Exercise DUSTLIK

o 7th edition of Exercise DUSTLIK from April 12 to April 25 2026.
e Conducted at Gurumsaray Training Area Uzbekistan.

¢ Joint Army Air Force exercise.

* Around 60 personnel from each country.

e Focus on semi mountainous terrain operations.

* Improves interoperability coordination tactical capability.

e Includes drills strike operations navigation exercises.

e Strengthens defence cooperation between India and Uzbekistan.
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